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Durians: A whiff of diplomacy

M — MR T B
China is going crazy for durians. The government sees
an opportunity
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[ 1] Eric Chan has long sold durians, a pungent
fruit, to South-East Asians. Now he is eyeing a bigger
prize. The Musang King variety that he cultivates in
Malaysia is beloved by Chinese consumers. But at the
moment his country only has permission to export
frozen durians to China, where many want them fresh.
In total, Chinese foodies gobbled up $6.7bn-worth of
imported fresh durians last year, up from $4bn in 2022
and $1.6bn in 2019, the year durians overtook cherries
as China’s largest fresh-fruit import by value.
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whiff /wif/ n.— 50 LR, — B R T R (8 0),
— R S (R BROR )V AT R, R BRI A R (THERR
&) I caught a whiff of peachy perfume. ¥[8 2| — £ #k 7
(4R

diplomacy /dr'plovmesy/ n.7M3&, S35 35,408 F i, (4
AR ZM)FR, FE, K& This was done through
the skill in diplomacy.1X /& i@ it 432 F-Bi A 3 .
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pungent /'pandzont/ adj. & 0; RN —4 LI
s BRIEERMR)BRZIE)  —iEEMR; $% R That
pungent perfume almost choked me. FB#ll & 17k 2 11
JLEFR A SR

variety /vo'raot/ n.([F—FWINAEFL, LR,
A Z R, 2R (Y B )R, AR, AR, 5
Th,LR 2 H  This variety of tomato outgrows all others.
T At o 1 G 1 i A A A B A A S R R

beloved /brlavid/ adj. 3 11,58 Z 2 Z KR EZ 1,58 Z M
n.0ERIN  She refused to be parted from her beloved
cat. Jih B 43 AN o 2 (1A 3

permission /po'mif(o)n/ n.HEVF, ¥ AT SEAE, ol iE,
¥ He gives permission, and, contrariwise, she
refuses it AR, SR, hEREL.

frozen /frovzn/ adj. R4S 1,4 IH, UK EH 1, 45 UK ), 74 6K
402 AR 4D 02 4 1 B0 1 R R 4T TR SR PR, KR (1) R 485
GEUK(EYGAE, VRS, P freeze)id 24017 They were
frozen out of the club. fMfiT#H: i TR SRR

gobbled /'gobld/ vIRTFFRIA, S EEHIAZ, (KIS 1 N
gobbleffjid 2 73 A it 22X

overtook / ouve'tuk/ v.ABit,AF b (7F B 8 E E 4 5 )
KF (MR EH)RBKRE, RAFEFovertakeid %
A, Germany rapidly overtook Britain in industrial
output. 7E T k7= & J5 A& ERIE R ik 7 % E .

cherries /'tferiz/ n MR, EERRARS AR BEBE K cherry 1)
S 4 The oriental cherry is in full blossom . ##1{E & JF .
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appetite /epitai/ n. &4k, 5 0, 58ZIEKE My appetite
flags in the hot weather. #RE 1T B AT

supplier /so'plaro/ n. S, BE 55 7, LR # L5 7 The
brain needs a continuous supply of blood. K 7% TR W
M .

fetch /fetf/ veHUR,(Z)ER(Z)E R, ER, LEGEE
PnsE NI AHFEY, 2K, Please fetch the
children in for dinner. T AT R AZ

|durian /'dvorton/ n. FH3E

3
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[2] Apart from a love of the fruit, two shifts help to
explain China’s increasing appetite for durians. The
first is the growth of the country’s middle class. More
and more Chinese are able to afford durians, which are
not cheap. An average one from Thailand, the
supplier of much of China’s stock, can sell for around
150 yuan ($20). The Musang King variety can fetch up
to 500 yuan each. (A durian is often big enough to be
shared by two people.)
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[3] The high price puts some buyers off. For others,
though, it adds to the appeal. Durians have become a
status symbol, like a “fine wine”, says Mr Chan. Fans
of the Musang King variety call it the “Hermes of
durians”. The fruit is sometimes given as a gift at
birthdays or weddings.
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[4] The second change is that in recent years China
has opened up its market. Until 2022 it only let in fresh

durians from Thailand (though it bought frozen ones

symbol /smb(a)l/ n.G4E 55 A5, 18 S vt. T 5%
The dove is a symbol of peace. 7= F1F K R AE .
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gained /gemnd/ v.IRTH B AR IR, (M. )2 25, 3R
2515 B (HFAL), B0, 89975, 188 HE 24 K gain )32t 25 20 A 26
=y

phytosanitary / faitou'senitori/ adj. Y N; HY
R Y P4 SEYIEA: SEYRE Any
sanitary or phytosanitary regulations adopted or
proposed within its territory; 7EH 404 P92 K F B3R
FEAT A S B AL

prevent /prr'vent/ vt.fi 1k, BH 1k FEAS,FHEE Dentists
advise their patients to brush and floss regularly to
prevent their teeth from decaying. 7 & #3441 199 A <€
HRIE I F 208, AT RIS

pests /pest/ n.FHEE E S LRI (S pest i Z 2
Many pests are resistant to the insecticide. ¥ 2 5 H XX
T 2% RAE KBTI«

diseases /dr'ziz/ n. F; Wi IR AR B v AL
Yoo fli..... AR (disease 15 = AFREEL) diseaseIE
¥ This disease is specific to this area.iX Fhcin R KA
E—HhIX .
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citizens /sitozn/ n. 2B JE R, T Recitizen I E 40 All
citizens are equal before the law.J:42 2 /7, A NP2
observers /ob'zs:voz/ n. WM& MM, H i W5,
ST 225K, VTR Fobserver [ & 41

strategic /stro'ti:dzik/ adj. i W& R, BRI 14 4 AR 4 42 R
ZHER,ARBE £ The bridge is of strategic importance
to us. X R R AT G EE

foster /'fosto/ v.ARHE B 5T, 800, A0F%, ThE, MK
(N2 — B[] adj. 5 3 LeARFR A 20 1) 44 11 I n A 0
¥r(BF4) Nowadays young couple sometimes foster.
RPN SR N KB NGO A o

goodwill /god'wil/ n.KE Kif,ERFFEGEHE
There is goodwill between the former enemies.id 35 [
X BBER T REZ R,

funded /‘fandid/ v.Ay.. $RHTE S KRG ad) VA B E
F R HIKIAE Z I fund F3E £ The work is funded by
the government. X I T2 HBUF R34

region /ri:d3(o)n/ n.[X 35, (8 F FRA B EDHLIX 1007 4T
UK (— [ B i 0 AN ) A st X, BT X3, B A s Ao
Australia and Great Britain occupy antipodal regions.j#
TR M 15 [ 4 50 4 £ 3 X

doorstep /'do:step/ n.[ 1y, (& I LA = B & 1) )R AL A
v.(BE) B IR V5, B5F Newspapermen camped at his
doorstep all day. i [#ic & B REMIT O EERE.
signatory /signot(e)r/ n.(WHMH)ZEE, SBF, &
% [Eadj. =& 1) Britain is a signatory to the convention.
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from other countries). Since then fresh-durian sellers
from Vietnam and the Philippines have gained access,
having agreed to China’s phytosanitary requirements
(which prevent the spread of pests and diseases).
Malaysia is hoping to be next.Panda Foreign
Magazine Intensive Reading:Respect for Originality,
Piracy Must Be Punished
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[5] China’s moves are in part a response to the
increasing demand of its citizens. But some observers
also see them as strategic. “durian diplomacy” is one
of several ways China tries to foster goodwill in
South-East Asia. It has funded big infrastructure
projects in the region under its Belt and Road
Initiative, including some that bring durians to its
doorstep. And it is a signatory, along with most
South-East Asian countries, to the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership, a free-trade
deal that came into force in 2022.
o [ A28 1 AE — AR RO 1l R I B H R K k. (H
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Pas Al — BN o E B T X R R Y A R I H
Hrp i — o inEis 2 2P ER I H . P ES K2R I
Hx %8 E T (KEmasrikttkazhe) (Regional

Comprehensive Economic Partnership) , #%HH% 5

planted /'pla:ntid/ v.&&Fh, i, B0, 78 (AL AR Fh A LES,
BT, % jilplant (¥ 3 22 431 Al i 25X

cultivation /kalt'verfn/ n B FidE 35, R I)IEHE,
(R JREGF Y ) B 3% This method of cultivation
produces higher yield. X FHHE LIRS~ & .
reliance /m'larons/ n A&, 1K % ,/5/F No reliance is to
be placed on his word A fiE FEA1E .
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[#1] Visual recognition, reads the study, is“an
automatic psychological process occurring rapidly and
intuitively with little or no apparent conscious

deliberation”.
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1.JEXZ: In total, Chinese foodies
gobbled up $6. 7bn-worth of imported
fresh durians last year, up from $4bn
in 2022 and $1.6bn in 2019, the year
durians overtook cherries as China’ s
largest fresh—fruit import by value.

jal#:gobble upfRIRFEHIEY; FIH,

519] : Hotel costs gobbled up most of their
hohda% budge
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2.J&3 . The Musang King variety can fetch
up to 500 yuan each.
jaB:fetch up toit %l

f518): The painting is expected
to fetch up to$400,000 at auction.
TX R I P 40 S22 b RESE EI40 /53K TG .

3.JB3Z: The high price puts some
buyers off.

jAlE:put of £ B ; X - 2k 1 MR
519] : The high divorce figures don’t seem to
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4J83: And it is a signatory, along
with most South-East Asian countries,
to the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership, a free—trade
deal that came into force in 2022.

15)Bl:come into force4 R

58] : The volume is expected to slip as
sanctions come into force.

PEERSAIEN, RZEMISTE.

5JB3: But this coincided with
disputes over territory in the South
China Sea.

j@H#:coincide withh------ &) B R A



清华
Underline


PF20224E . GO A B e B
[6] Meanwhile, Chinese farmers are looking to cash
in on the action. The first durian trees in China were
planted in 1958, say state media. They produced little
fruit. Farmers in Hainan have been giving it another
try. The island province is one of the few places in
China with the right climate for durian cultivation.
The farmers’ output is increasing, to perhaps 200
tonnes this year, according to reports. But self-
reliance is a long way off. China imported 1.4m tonnes
of durians last year.
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J&XZ: But at the moment his

country only has permission to export frozen
durians to China, many want them fresh.
vaki Zﬁﬁlﬂég/l\imn M), EGHN “his

country only has permission to export frozen

durians to China” ; many want them
fresh” J9ERR i1 € TH M F), whereffflin
Chinao
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2. [R3Z: It has funded big infrastructure

projects in the region under its Belt and Road

Initiative, including some bring durians to

its doorstep.

ot RS NEENE, EARA
“It has funded big infrastructure

113

projects” ; bring durians to its

doorstep” NIRHITEEIEMMNE], Eifisome,

someil’aﬁlnfrastructure projects.

FEN: BAE - —%7 B, hEEBT %M
X RBEMEHETE, HPaE— ”“ﬂ%*ﬁ%
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{518) : The strike was timed to coincide
with the party conference.
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6.J]83 : Meanwhile, Chinese farmers are
looking to cash in on the action.

jA#:cash in onFflFH (EFEY) B

5160 : Ticket prices are high and corporations
and social media influencers cash in

on festival themes.
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But self-reliance is a long

way off.
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%¥9iE:. a long way{E‘kH"Jﬁﬁ%
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long way A& SCAH “RKKFEE” , AL

SIH N “RAHHED, RKE >
Sth is a lo ong way

“BE B AL RAE” , ATG|F
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%Uﬂgﬁﬁﬂfﬁ: have a long
way to go
f5l5): The road to global traffic
being totally electric is still a
long way off.
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